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First Woman to Lead Major U.S., Canada
Military Commands Will Address 2017 UNH
Graduates
Wednesday, March 22, 2017
DURHAM, NH – Gen. Lori Robinson ‘81, the first woman to lead a major combatant command in the
history of the U.S. Armed Forces, will deliver the University of New Hampshire commencement
address Saturday, May 20, 2017.
In 2016 Robinson took over as commander, North American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD)
and U.S. Northern Command, a er entering the Air Force more than 30 years earlier through the ROTC
program at UNH. NORAD conducts aerospace warning, aerospace control and maritime warning in
defense of North America. Established a er the Sept. 11 attacks, U.S. Northern Command
(USNORTHCOM) partners to conduct homeland defense, civil support and security cooperation to
defend and secure the U.S. and its interests.    
Prior to taking command of NORAD and USNORTHCOM, Robinson had been serving as commander of the Pacific Air Forces in Hawaii. Robinson also was the air
component commander for U.S. Pacific Command and executive director of Pacific air combat operations sta  at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam.
In addition, Robinson commanded an operations group, a training wing, an air control wing and deployed as vice commander of the 405  Air Expeditionary Wing,
leading more than 2,000 airmen in operations ENDURING and IRAQI FREEDOM. She has served as an Air Force Fellow at the Brookings Institution and at the
Pentagon as director of the Secretary of the Air Force and chief of sta  of the Air Force Executive Action Group. Robinson has received the Distinguished Service
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The University of New Hampshire is a flagship research university that inspires innovation and transforms lives in our state, nation and world. More than 16,000
students from all 50 states and 71 countries engage with an award-winning faculty in top ranked programs in business, engineering, law, health and human
services, liberal arts and the sciences across more than 200 programs of study. UNH’s research portfolio includes partnerships with NASA, NOAA, NSF and NIH,
receiving more than $100 million in competitive external funding every year to further explore and define the frontiers of land, sea and space. 
Editor's Notes: 
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Caption: Gen. Lori Robinson ‘81, the highest-ranking female general in U.S. history, will deliver the University of New Hampshire commencement address Saturday,
May 20, 2017. 
Media Contact
Erika Mantz (/unhtoday/contributor/erika-mantz) | Communications and Public A airs | erika.mantz@unh.edu (mailto:erika.mantz@unh.edu)
VIEW ALL
LATEST NEWS
UNH Research Estimates 1.4 Million Children Have Yearly Violence-Related Medical Visits (/unhtoday/news/release/2021/05/12/unh-research-estimates-14-million-
children-have-yearly-violence-related)
May 12, 2021
UNH RIFC 50 Franchise Index Surges in Q1 With Red Robin, Avis and Joint Chiropractic (/unhtoday/news/release/2021/05/11/unh-rifc-50-franchise-index-surges-q1-
red-robin-avis-and-joint-chiropractic)
May 11, 2021
UNH Partners with Smuttynose Brewing Co. on New Lager (/unhtoday/news/release/2021/05/10/unh-partners-smuttynose-brewing-co-new-lager)
May 10, 2021
UNH Announces 2020 and 2021 Granite State Award and Honorary Degree Recipients (/unhtoday/news/release/2021/05/07/unh-announces-2020-and-2021-granite-
state-award-and-honorary-degree)
May 7, 2021
UNH Research: More Than One Way for Animals to Survive Climate Change (/unhtoday/news/release/2021/05/05/unh-research-more-one-way-animals-survive-
climate-change)
May 5, 2021
  SUBSCRIBE TO UNH TODAY (HTTPS://WWW.UNH.EDU/MAIN/UNH-TODAY-SUBSCRIPTION)

 (https://www.unh.edu)
UNH Today is produced for the UNH community and for friends of UNH. 
The stories are written by the sta  of UNH Communications and Public A airs. (https://www.unh.edu/cpa) 
Email us: unhtoday.editor@unh.edu (mailto:unhtoday.editor@unh.edu). (mailto:unh.today@unh.edu)
MANAGE YOUR SUBSCRIPTION      CONTACT US
 
 


















UNH Today  •  UNH Main Directory: 603-862-1234 
Copyright © 2021  •  TTY Users: 7-1-1 or 800-735-2964 (Relay NH) 
USNH Privacy Policies (http://www.usnh.edu/legal/privacy.shtml)  •  USNH Terms of Use (http://www.usnh.edu/legal/tou.shtml)  •  ADA Acknowledgement
(http://www.unh.edu/about/ada.html)
